
Washington, DC 

23rd June 2015 

 

The Honorable Fred Upton 

Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce 

U. S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC  

 

Dear Chairman Upton: 

 

The undersigned organizations strongly support passage of H. R. 2042, the 

Ratepayer Protection Act.  This important legislation would delay implementation 

of the Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed rule under Section 111(d) of 

the Clean Air Act to regulate greenhouse gas emissions from existing power plants 

until such times as all judicial review has been completed.  It would also provide 

States the authority not to implement a federal or state plan if the governor 

determines that it would adversely affect electric rates or reliability. 

 

In our view, the EPA’s so-called “Clean Power” Plan as proposed is clearly illegal 

and therefore likely to be overturned through litigation in federal court.  However, 

litigation takes time, which means this ill-conceived rule could do significant 

economic damage before it is overturned. 

 

The “Clean Power” Plan would raise electric rates and threaten reliability in many 

States that currently have the lowest rates.  California, New York, and most 

northeastern States have adopted policies that have already raised electric rates 

above the national average.  The results have been to impoverish low-income 

consumers and drive out energy-intensive industries.  This cannot be a good model 

for a successful national policy.  Faced with higher energy costs, low-income 

Americans will have nowhere to move to in the U.S.  And energy-intensive 

industries that have left California and the Northeast for States with lower energy 

costs will be forced to shut down and move overseas.   

 

For these reasons, we urge every Member of Congress to vote Yes on H. R. 2042, 

the Ratepayer Protection Act.              

 

Sincerely,  

 

Myron Ebell 

Competitive Enterprise Institute 



 

Grover Norquist 

Americans for Tax Reform 

 

Brent William Gardner 

Americans for Prosperity 

 

Phyllis Schlafly 

Eagle Forum 

 

Phil Kerpen 

American Commitment 

 

Joe Bast 

Heartland Institute 

 

Karen Kerrigan 

Small Business and Entrepreneurship Council 

 

George Landrith 

Frontiers of Freedom 

 

Craig Richardson 

Energy and Environment Legal Institute 

 

Bill Raney 

West Virginia Coal Association 

 

Jerry Biuso, Sr. 

Land Improvement Contractors of America 

 

C. Preston Noell, III 

Tradition, Family, Property, Inc. 

 

E. Calvin Beisner 

Cornwall Alliance for the Stewardship of Creation 

 

John Droz, Jr. 

Alliance for Wise Energy Decisions 

 



 

 

 

For enquiries about the joint letter, please contact: 

 
Myron Ebell 
Director, Center for Energy and Environment 
Competitive Enterprise Institute 
1899 L Street, N. W., Twelfth Floor 
Washington, DC 20036, USA 
Tel direct: (202) 331-2256 
Tel mobile: (202) 320-6685 
E-mail: Myron.Ebell@cei.org 
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